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Pio Vito Pinto, Marriage and Family in the Synodal Journey
of Pope Francis, Vatican City, 2019, pp. 531

A word or concept that very frequently occurs in the messages,
addresses and writings of His Holiness Pope Francis is ‘family’. The
convocation of two synods, one extraordinary and the other ordinary,
specifically to discuss and deliberate on marriage and family amply
prove the special interest of the Holy Father and thereby of the Mother
Church on this basic unit of the Church.  Here we have a smart
compilation of the teachings of the synods on marriage and family
conducted under the direct initiative of the present Supreme Pontiff.
As the author himself qualifies it, this actually is a textbook, which
serves as a guide both to those who aspire for the marriage and family
and to those who are actually enjoying the marriage and leading family
life. The publication of this work is a clear manifestation of the concern
of the Church and her functional organs to bring the mind and
magisterium of the Church to the common faithful who truly live these
realities. Cardinal Oswald Gracious, the President of the Catholic
Bishop’s Conference of India has presented this book with his beautiful
message in the opening pages itself.

The book comprises of a beautiful preface, general introduction,
four chapters and a very extensive appendix. The general introduction
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serves as a key to open the great treasury of the content of this textbook
and explains well the reason why the Roman Rota takes up the
responsibility of disseminating the current teachings of the Church.
This attempt has a double purpose of propagating the real sense and
meaning of the reform of the present Holy Father in the matrimonial
procedure as well as safeguarding the Church from probable abuses.

The first chapter is a very good exposition of the ecclesiology of
Pope Francis. The unassuming mode of behaviour of the Holy Father
is reflected very vividly in his ecclesiology. Its clear understanding
remains a sine-qua-non condition to understand his views and teachings
on marriage and family. This chapter depicts well the vision of Pope
Francis on the Church and elucidates his ecclesiology which finds
expression in certain theological ‘triologies’. The theological sensibilities
of Pope Francis such as communion, charity, the poor Christ, servant
Church and Christ Sacrament, which have essential reference to the
early or beginning Church turn out to be the topics of discussion in this
respect.

The main content of the second chapter is the analysis of the two
legislative documents MitisIudex Dominus Iesus and Mitis et
misericors Iesus, given motu proprio, to make the process of
nullification of marriage in the ecclesiastical tribunals more simple and
further pastoral. The increased interest of the Pope to amalgamate
mercy with law is evident in these documents and the author very well
elucidates these aspects to the readers. Besides, this chapter integrates
the mind of the legislator which came out directly from the supreme
legislator of the Church through his three interventions.This chapter
includes a unique historical document, a 'brief process sentence',
personally judged and signed by the Supreme Pontiff himself.

The third chapter is really an invocation and guide to all those
who are involved in the ministry of the Church, especially those who
are engaged in the care and service of marriage and family. Here he
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invokes the diocesan bishops, parish priests, judicial vicars, permanent
deacons, pastoral care workers and the spouses who are in charge of
formation to carry the message and mind of the mother Church which
found expression in the synodal discussions and deliberations to the
everyday life of the Church. In this line, this Chapter proposes a
matrimonial catechumenate which enriches and fulfils the baptismal
catechumenate.

The fourth and the last chapter is a beautiful guide to read and
understand the 8th chapter of the apostolic letter Amoris Laetitia,
which aroused much discussions and debates among the theologians
and common faithful. It explains the mind of the Synod as well as the
Holy Father to reach out to those who are journeying far from the
Church with a spirit of mercy, while accompanying, discerning and
integrating them. This chapter smartly integrates the commentary of
Christoph Cardinal Schönborn on Amoris Laetitia and the guidelines
for the discernment mentioned in the eighth chapter of this document,
prepared by Msgr. Pio Vito Pinto, Dean of the Roman Rota. They
actually function as a signal lamp for all the apprentices of the papal
document Amoris Laetitia, to keep them away from going astray
but bringing them to the right track.

Nearly half of the total pages of this book is devoted to include
a few appendices which are of great practical use. The full text of the
post synodal apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia is very helpful for
the reader to have the immediate reference. Then the speeches of the
great fathers of the Church St. Augustine and St. Leo the Great have
found a place in this book. Besides, the allocutions of Pope John
XXIII and Pope Paul VI to the tribunal of the Roman Rota are added.
Certain reflections of the author himself who is the dean of the Roman
Rota on the theological-ecclesiological-disciplinary nuances of the
synodal reflections and deliberations are added. As a final appendix,
three Rotal decisions are published to be a guiding model for all the
tribunals of the Catholic Church.
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What makes this work unique is its design and articulation. This
really serves as a text book. The intention and goal of the author to
teach the present magisterial teachings by infusing them into the minds
of the readers is fulfilled in its maximum measure. The graphic
presentation of the whole theme in 97 different figures elucidate the
real teacher in the author. Every reader of this book is considered  a
student in a classroom and the author acts as an effective teacher who
succeeds in making every reader personally the text book.
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