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new era has dawned with the present issue of The Eastern Legal
Thought, a joint venture of the Syro-Malabar Major

Archiepiscopal Ordinary Tribunal and the Institute of Eastern Canon
Law at Paurastya Vidyapitham.  From now on the Journal will be
published from the Institute of Eastern Canon Law, Vadavathoor,
Kottayam.

We remember with gratitude late Rev. Dr Jose Chiramel for his
selfless and committed service as the editor of the Journal when he
was the president of the Major Archiepiscopal Ordinary Tribunal. May
his soul rest in peace.

The present issue will stimulate an interest in the readers regarding
the laws of the Church in the context of practical and existential realities.
The studies listed in this volume show development in understanding
the laws based on theology and values.

The first article, ''The Canonical Figure of the Vicar of the
Archeparchy of  Ernakulam-Angamaly'', by Joy George Mangalathil
is a study on the recent development of canonical provision in the
governance of the archeparchy of the major archbishop of the Syro-
Malabar Church where a vicar ad omnia of the metropolitan
archbishop is appointed with ordinary vicarious power for all ordinary
affairs. The author makes an exegetical and critical analysis of the new
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figure created by the synod of bishops and investigates  the legality of
such an office in canon law.

The second article, "Power of the Roman Pontiff in Relation to
the Patriarchal Churches: An Ecumenical Perspective of CCEO'', by
George Thekkekara is a search into the identity and harmony of the
primatial power of the Supreme Pontiff in relation to the just autonomy
of the Patriarchs with the Synod of Bishops. He attempts to establish
that obstacles to ecumenical efforts must be waived by mutual respect,
greater freedom and collegial responsibility.

The third article, ''Understanding Domicile and Quasi Domicile
in Relation to the Syro-Malabar Migrants'', is a panoramic presentation
of the ecclesial rights of the migrants during their temporary stay at the
place of their origin.  The author Sunny Kokkaravalayilsj.,  makes a
scholarly exposition of the pastoral care of the migrants when it comes
to the question of their domicile, quasi domicile and place of residence
as regards celebration of sacraments and other matters of ecclesiastical
discipline.

As fellow workers, cooperators and collaborators of Bishops,
pastors are aids and instruments in the service of the people of God.
This is the nucleus of the  fourth article, ''The Juridical Figure of Pastor
of a Parish according to Eastern Tradition'', by Thomas Adoppillil.

The fifth article by Varghese Palathingal treats the canonical
institute of Procurator of the Patriarch at the Apostolic See in the
Eastern tradition, namely, ''The Juridical Figure of Procurator and the
Syro-Malabar Church''.  The Procurator is the legal representative or
official spokesperson appointed by the Major Archbishop at the
Apostolic See in Rome to facilitate the transactions and communications
between this Church sui iuris and the Apostolic See.

In the sixth article, ''Church Bill 2009: Unseen Consequences'',
George Thekkekara attempts to unveil the hidden agenda of the
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Church Act 2019, which, according to him, is only a tip of the iceberg.
The author highlights the confusions and conflicts that the Bill would
bring in the administration of the Church affairs.  He affirms that the
Church is a community guided by the Holy Spirit and the Church and
the State work in different platform.

Biju Varghese Perumayan in article seven, ''The Competence to
adjudicate Cases of Bishops of Major Archiepiscopal Church'',
explores deep into the theological reasons and historical factors about
the competence to decide the case of bishops in a sui iuris Church.
This unpleasant task must be fulfilled with caution and discretion with
due regard for collegial responsibility and the supremacy of the pope
and the rightful autonomy of the patriarch/major archbishop with the
synod of bishops.

The article eight, ''Implication of Citizenship Amendment Act
2019 in India'',  by Advocate K. Alphy Joseph, is an evaluation of the
Act based on equity, justice, equality, democracy and secularism.

Allocution of the Pope to the Apostolic Tribunal of Roman Rota,
Jurisprudence, obituary, Book review, news and views add to an
integral vision of the concept of law and its interpretation.
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